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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2010-446
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: June 8, 2010
Committee(s) of Reference: F, TEU
Date of Analysis: June 10, 2010
Type of Action: Establishing assessment method for solid waste service fee; determining cost of solid waste service provision and initial solid waste service assessment; directing preparation of solid waste fee assessment roll
Bill Summary: The bill utilizes the assessment mechanism created in Ordinance 2010-444 to establish a non-ad valorem service assessment and collection mechanism for solid waste management services to be billed on the property tax bill beginning in November 2010.  The ordinance establishes numerous definitions of terms; defines the solid waste service area as the entire county, excluding the Beaches cities and Baldwin; establishes the total cost of solid waste management services for calendar year 2010 as $48,525,000, of which $21.8 million is to be collected via service assessment; and imposes an assessment of $5 per Residential Premises for the period January 1 through September 30, 2010 and an assessment of $12.65 per month for the period October 1 through December 31, 2010, for a total assessment of $82.95 for the calendar year.   The bill states that the annual assessment for calendar year 2011 and thereafter shall be as provided in Ordinance Code Section 106.113*, and shall not exceed $18 per month. The ordinance directs the Mayor to prepare a preliminary Solid Waste Assessment Roll for calendar year 2010; authorizes a public hearing to be held on the Solid Waste Service Assessment at the City Council meeting of July 27, 2010; directs publication of required notices in a general circulation newspaper; and directs the mailing of assessment notices to the owner of record of each parcel of assessed property in the city.

*NOTE: the bill will need an amendment on p. 10, line 30 to correct a Code reference from Sec. 106.113 to 106.112.
Background Information: The bill provides for transition of the household solid waste billing from the current stand-alone bill to a non-ad valorem assessment on the annual property tax bill, utilizing the new assessment mechanism established by companion Ordinance 2010-444.  
Policy Impact Area: Solid waste funding
Fiscal Impact: The bill provides a non-ad valorem assessment mechanism designed to produce $21.8 million in property tax revenue to meet a portion of the costs of operating the residential solid waste system for calendar year 2010.
Analyst: Clements
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